
In April 2003, right in the midst of the  
just-commercial-enough ascendance  
of the Big Apple’s The Strokes and Interpol, a 

clattering art-punk call sounded from elsewhere 
on the New York scene. Thrashing through the 
metropole armed with an arsenal of lurid Lycra 
and one heck of a caterwaul, Karen O stood. 
Whilst peers around them have come and 
gone, Karen O, Nick Zinner and Brian Chase 
have remained, constantly evolving with every 
shriek-spun melody.

Ten years on from the release of debut ‘Fever 
to Tell’, we walk down memory lane in the 
company of Karen and co and take a look at 
some of the best career moments to date of the 
insuppressible Yeah Yeah Yeahs.

2003: fever to tell
“They don’t love you like I love you”

Debut release ‘Fever To Tell’ is unleashed into 
the wild, drawing on the garage rock cool of 
Pussy Galore and the furious riot grrrls growls 
of Bikini Kill. The end result is powerful, and the 
record is met with more than just the 718 area 
code digging this sound.

Producer: Dave Sitek
Singles: ‘Date with the Night’, ‘Y Control’
They said: “Contrary to first impressions,  
it seems that the new millennium’s first female 
rock icon may be around for some time.”  
 - Alexis Petridis, The Guardian
Trivia: The same year, the band makes it onto 
the front cover of NME. It has been 31 weeks 
since a woman featured here, the previous 
female cover stars being Angela Gannon and 
Michele Stodart of The Magic Numbers.

2006: show your Bones
“Like a warrior, a warrior”

In early 2005, the band scrap everything they’ve 
written for the record to reinvent their style. 
Karen O says, “We’re not interested in making 
‘Fever to Tell Part 2’.” ‘Show Your Bones’ is an 
autumnal wealth of golden hues. Gone are the 
brash colour and fierce sexual energy of ‘Fever 
to Tell’ and instead, we’re enveloped in bruised 
tenderness. A slow-burning masterstroke.

Producer: Squeak E. Clean, Dave Sitek
Singles: ‘Gold Lion’, ‘Cheated Hearts’, ‘Turn Into’
They said: “It’s as if the Velvet Underground 
had gone from the black-crusted minimalism of 
their first album right to the pop bloom of their 
fourth.” - David Fricke, Rolling Stone
Trivia: 2006 also sees the band play the second 
day of the Coachella Festival alongside The Go 
Team, Be Your Own PET and Sleater-Kinney.

2007: is is ep
“Tell me what beat fills the night”

Written during the band’s turbulent ‘Fever 
to Tell’ tour, ‘Is Is’ harks back to some of the 
sexually-charged fury of the band’s self-titled 
2001 EP, with the thrusts and chugs of  
‘Rockers To Swallow’ and the tentative  
tease of ‘Down Boy’ showcasing the  
primary-coloured root of their energy.

Producer: Nick Launay
Singles: ‘Down Boy’
They said: “It may be rawer than an open  
wound and crazier than a crate of stoats, but 
you’d still take it home at the end of the night.” 
 - Barry Nicolson, NME
Trivia: The EP was not eligible for the UK charts: 
it was too short for the albums chart, and too 
long for the singles chart.

2009: it’s Blitz!
“Get your leather on”

Album number three sees Zinner ditch the 
guitar for a more synth-based role. The leather 
jackets are on and dancefloors are filled when 
the band release ‘It’s Blitz!’ to critical acclaim. 
“Our producer was flabbergasted,” Chase says. 
“He pleaded, ‘Nick, you’re the best guitarist in 
rock’n’roll and here you are playing synths’.”

Producer: Nick Launay, Dave Sitek
Singles: ‘Zero’, ‘Heads Will Roll’, ‘Skeletons’
They said: “This love letter to the transcendent 
possibilities of the dancefloor is an emphatic 
reassertion of why Yeah Yeah Yeahs are one of 
the most exciting bands of this decade.” 
- Emily Mackay, NME
Trivia: The album’s release date was brought 
forward after an unexpected online leak.

2013: Mosquito 
“My sun is your sun”

‘Mosquito’ entered the Billboard 200 at #5 
selling 38,000 copies in its first week, earning 
the band their first top ten album on the chart. 
The album debuted at number nine on the UK 
Albums Chart, with first-week sales of 9,150 
copies, making it the band’s third consecutive 
top ten album in the UK.

Producer: Nick Launay, James Murphy,  
Dave Sitek, Sam Spiegel
Singles: ‘Sacrilege’, ‘Despair’
They said: “They’ve stepped up their ballad 
game, and the grooves, smartly percussive  
and Kanye-slick, are deeper than ever”. 
 - Joe Gross, Spin
Trivia: The band decamped to a secret  
Brooklyn basement to record the album. 
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